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who've been trained how to act and think like generals and admirals
ever since they outgrew diapers.
" Well, Oliver, there ain't a general or admiral alive that can fight
a battle or go anywhere or do anything without drawing up a loifof
plans. You know what that means, Oliver! By the time the plans are
drew up, it's most generally too late.
" Well, Oliver, the French know that, and when they set out to
help the rebels, they went and got this Beaumarchais to take charge
of everything. Being a playwright, he ain't ever been trained to do
anything but tell lies, and think up new ways to get himself out of
difficulties without expecting help from anybody.55
He wagged his head admiringly. " Gosh, Oliver, if the English
only had an author half as smart as Beaumarchais, and if they'd trust
him a tenth as much as the French do Beaumarchais, and if they'd
put him in charge of the American war, we'd have peace in six
months ! "
When I urged him to restrain his enthusiasm, Buell was indignant.
" Why should I ? " he cried. " Look at the records I The French ain't
even fighting for the rebels yet, not officially ! Everything that's being
done is being done by Beaumarchais ! You read that last report of
VanZandt's ! What happened when Deane made a request to Beau-
marchais for eighty thousand stands of arms, and a corresponding
number of pistols, swords and uniforms ? In three days' time eighty '
thousand stands of arms were cleared from Nantes for Martinique in
one of Hortalez and Company's vessels. They never went to Mar-
tinique, though : they went right straight to the rebel army in
America ! That's where they went !
" And now let me ask you another. Do you know what would
happen if Loyalists in America made an" urgent request to General
Howe for eighty thousand stands of arms ? "
I said I feared I did.
" You know damned well you do I When Howe got around to it,
he'd send the request to England in a frigate with eighty* thousand
pounds of barnacles on her bottom. When the request eventually
reached England, Lord Gerrnaine would accidentally push it under
last month's Gentleman's Magazine, and go down to a watering-place
for a couple of weeks, and after a month or two somebody might dig
it out and ask a question about it in Parliament. Then Lord North
would clear his throat and talk about the needs of our worthy friends
4the Loyalists ; and eighteen months later a clerk in the Ministry for
War would authorise the shipment to the Loyalists of twenty-five
hundred muskets captured from the Spanish Armada. Meanwhile the
Loyalists who needed the eighty thousand muskets would be dead, in
jail, or expelled from America."